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— 3 e 
To tire our Patience, than mit lead. our Senſo— 
Some few in that, but Numbers err in this, 
Ten Cenſurt v wrong for one ho Writes ami, j 
A Fool might once himfelf alone expoſe; © + * 


No One in Verſe makes many more iu Pride. NE 
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the wh our ly On BO as our : Watchoy n none 
60 yer each believes his own, | Ps 
In Poers as true Genius is but rare, 

True Taſte as ſeldom is the Critick's Share; 
Both muſt alike from Heay' n derive their Light, 

- Theſe born to Judge, as well as thoſe to Write. 
+ Let ſuch teach others who themſelves excell, 
And cenſure freely who have written well, 
Authors are partial to their Wit, tis true, 

e are not Oe to their 1 too? 


vet if we + look n more doſely, we ſhall find | 
* * Moſt have the Seeds of Judgment in their Mind ; 
Nature affords at leaſt a glimm'ring Light; 


* The Lins tho touch'd but faintly, are drawn . 8 


But as the ſlighteſt Sketch, if juſtly trac d, 
ls by ill Colouring but the more diſgrac d, 
Ky by falſe Learning is good Senſe defac'd, 
Some are bewilder'd in the Maze of Schools, 
And ſome made Coxcombs Nature meant but Fools. 
In ſearch of Wit Theſe loſe their common Senſe, _ 

| And then turn | Criticks in their own Defence; 
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e porerit. Cic. ad Herenn. Lib. 4. 


*. Omnes tacito.quedam ſenſu, ſine ulla arte, aut king | 


que ſfint in artibys ac rationilus reds ac * ee 
Cie. 25 Otat. lib. * £ 
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= WV c Rr Ky E ; FE 
Thole hate as Rivals all that write; ind vtiers 15 9555 
But envy Wits, as Eunuchs envy Lovers: © £1 78 5 . ; 
All Fools have Rill an Itching to deride, © 1 
And fain wou'd be upon the Laughing side: 1 95 
If Mævius Scribble in Apollo's mae,” 
There are, who * ſtil Work — he can write. by 
0. Some have at firſt 95 wits then Poets pay 14 5 
Torn d Criticks next, and prov'd plain Fools at laſt. { 
+ Some neither can for Wits nor Criticks pals, | TIE 
- | As heavy Mules are neither Horſe nor As. 
Thoſe half-learn'd Witlings, num rous in our Ille. r 
As half. form'd Inſects on the Banks of Nile; ſp IE ls 
Unkiniſh'd Things, one knows not What to nll © 
Their Generation's ſo „ ES Bo, 253.0 
To tell em, wou'd a hundred Tongues arne. $:: 
Or one vain Was: _— W 45 nn.” wo £5 
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5 5 But e Wonen W ane, 2525 2h S774 x 
| ar juſtly bear a Critick's noble: Namen 0 
Be ſure your ſelf and your own Read ts 19600 93 
How far your Genius, Taſte, and Learning 3% 10 . 
Launch not beyond your Depth, but be diſer ert, 
And mark that Point where Senſe m meet, 
Nature to all things fix d the Limits fit, * 37 
. _=_ wiſely curb'd proud Man's prevvtiding' wit... Fes þ 
As on the Land eee rede e 
In other Parts it leaves wide 3 n "7 1 —_—_ 
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Thus i in the Soul while Memory 8 
The ſolid Pow r of Underſtanding fails; 
Where Beams of warm Imagination play, 
The Memory's ſoft Figures melt away. - 
One Science only will one Genius fit; 
So valt is Art, ſo narrow Human Wit: 
Not only bounded to peculiar Arts, | 42 
But oft in thoſe, confin'd to ſingle Parts. 
Like Kings we loſe the Conqueſts gain d before, 
By vain Ambition till extend them more. 2 
Each might his ſey'ral Province well command, 
| 1285 all but ſtoop n "oy | derben. 


Firſt follow Nature, and your Judgraent kame 
By her juſt Standard, which is ſtill the fame: 
Vnerring Nature, ſtill divinely bright, - 
One clear, unchang'd, and Univerſal Light, 
Life, Force, and Beauty, muſt to all impart, 
At once the Source, and End, and Teſt of Art. 
That Art is beſt which moſt reſembles Her; f 1 Fara 
Which ſtill preſides, yet never does 962. J t 8 
In ſome fair Body thus the ſprightly Soul : * 
With Spirit feeds, with Vigour fills the W CRI. 
| Each: Motion. guides, and ev'ry Nerve: ſuſtains; ca ER 
It elf unſeen; but in th' Effects, remains. 
There are whom Heav'n has bleſt with ſtore ef wit, 
Yet want as much again to manage it; 0 20 
For Wit and Judgment ever are at ſtrife, - -. wry al 
Tho' meant each other's Aid, like Man and Wife. 
"Tis 
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dure to hate moſt the Men from whom they kene. 


Ga 101 


eris more to guide) that put, the Malt Steed _— 


Reſtrain his Fury, than provoke his Speed; (© b 
The winged Courſer, like a gen'rous % 
Shows moſt true Metrle when "Tore check his Courle. ; W 


j p | ” * 


Thoſe Ru Les of old diſeoyer's, not bete 3 it Fl N 1 5 
Are Nature ſtill, but Nature Methodiz d: e Tn 1 
Nature, like Monarchy. is but reſtrain dd 1 


5 the ſame Laws which firſt bertel ordain d. bs 


t 


Firſt lerne Greece Ju@ Frecopts d did mate, e 
When to repreſs, and when indulge our Flight. —_ = - 
High on Parnaſſus Top her Sons ſhe ſtiow'd, 
And pointed out thoſe arduous Paths they trod, — 
Held from afar, aloft, th' Immortal Fries” wi . 7 N 
And urg d the reſt by equal Steps to riſe. 4 Few „ 
From great Examples uſeful Rules were gba JJ 
She:drew from them what they deriv'd from Heay' bk. * 
The gen'rous Critick farin'd the Poet's Free ba A 
And taught the World, with Reaſvn' to Wa, wind 
Then Criticiſm the Muſes Handmaid propr d. e 
To dreſs her Charms, and make her more WER 4; 5 Do 
But following Wits from chat Intention 14% 
| Who could not win the"Miſtreſs, wood the Mid, 
Set up themfelves, and drove'a ſep rate Trade; Reb 
Agric the Potts ther ih” Arp they Wife: 99%, a. 
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So modern Pothecaries, taught the Art 84 f FE, 2 


By. Doctors Bills to play the Doctor's bal ee 
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I ̃ heſe loſt the Senſe, their 


Bold in ih practice of miſtaken Rules, r 
Preſcribe, apply, and call their Maſters Fos. |. 
Some on the Leaves of ancient Authors prey, 1 
Nor Time nor Moths &er {poil'd ſo much as they. 
Some dryly plain, without Inyention's Add, 
Write dull Receits how Poems may be made, 
| £arnin to lags”. 
And 1125 1 the Meaning quite away. 


| | Cſteer, 
Toe then whoſe Judgment the 3 Courſe wou ud 
| Know well each Ancitn T's proper Character; f 
His Fable, Subject, Scope in ev ry Page; WE 
Religion, Country, Genius of his Age: 3 55 
Without all theſe at once before your Ezes,  _ 
Cavil you may, but never Criticize, 1 5 
Be HouERs Works your Study, and Delight, x 
Read them by Day, and meditate by Night; 
Thence form your judgment, thence yourNotionsbring, 
And trace the Muſes upward to their Spring. 
Still with It ſelf compar d, his Text peruſe; © £ 
And let Four Comment be the Mantuan Muſe. - N 


* When firſt young Mano FI of Kipgs and W wars; 
Exe warning Phabys touch'd his trembling Ears, 


Perhaps he ſeem'd above the Critick's Lw. 
And but from Nature's Fountains ſcorn'd bo droves. 7: 
£ — — — —ͤ— 77 
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' Muſick reſembles Poetry, in eck 


| Thus Pegaſus, a nearer Way to rake, 


"RY . 


Nature and Ho MER were, he found, the ſame: 
Corivinc'd, amaz d, he checkt the bold Deſign, 
And did his Work to Rules as ftri& confine, 
As if the Stagyrite o'erlook'd each Line. 


. Learn hence for Ancient Rules a juſt Elteem; 3 250 | 
To copy Nature i is to copy Them. er 


Some Besitze 1 no de can a declare, 
For there's a Happineſs as well as Care. 


Are nameleſs Graces which no Methods teach, 

And which a Maſter-Hand alone can reach. OR : 

+ If, where the Rules not far enough extend, 
(Since Rules were made but to promote their End) | 


Some Lucky Licence anſwers to the full 


Th' Intent propos d, that Licence is a Rel 


May boldly deviate from the common Track. . 2 
Great Wits ſometimes may gloriouſiy offend,” : 
And riſe to Faults true Criticks dare net mend; RP 
From vulgar Bounds with braye Diſorder park... 

Arid {natch a Grace . the Reach of Art, is 


f Neque tam fande 2 ita ee ed hoe ca . 


| Viilitas excogitavit z Non negabo autem ſic mile eſſe plerunque 3 
verum ſi eadem illa nobis aliud ſuadebit utilit as, hanc, reliftis 
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But when & examine ev'ry Part he came, 
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Which, Wich paſſing thro' the Judgment, gains 3 Ab 
The Heart, and all its End at once attains. | Se 
In Proſpects, thus, ſome Objects pleaſe our Eyes, Fe D. 
Which out of Nature's common Order rife, _ 5 ge 
The ſhapeleſs Rock, or hanging Precipice, Od He 
But Care in Poetry muſt ſtill be had, In 
It asks Diſcretion ev'n in running Mad: * 
And tho the Ancients thus their Rules invade, H 
(As Kings diſpenſe with Laws Themſelves have made). 1r 
Moderns beware! Or if you muſt offend v 
Againſt the Precept, ne er tranſgreſs its End; A 
Let it be ſeldom; and compell'd by Need; N 
And have, at leaſt, Their Precedent to plead. ; A 
The Critick elſe proceeds without Remorſe, 8 5 
Seizes your Fame, and puts his Laws in force. 1 
I know there are, to whoſe preſumptuous Thoughts. | © 
"Thoſe Freer Beauties, ev'n in Them, ſeem Faults, _ . 7 
Some Figures monſtrous and miſ-ſhap'd appear, = 
Confider'd fingly, or beheld too near, © 
Which, but proportion'd to their Light, « or Place, of 
Due Diſtance reconciles to Form and Grace. 8 A | 
"A prudent Chief not always muſt diſplay — ts 


His Pow'rs in equal Ranks, and fair Array, 
But with th' Occaſion and the Place comply, i 
Conceal his Force, nay ſeem ſometimes to Fl 7. 
Thoſe oft are stratagems which Errors ſeem, ' 
Nor 1 is it Hon ER Nods, but We that Dream. 


Still 


+» 


| C RITIC ISM. 


1 8 5 5 


Still green with Bays each ancient Altar fands, 


Above the reach of Sacrilegious Hand; „ 


Secure from Flames, from Envy's fiercer Rage, 
Deſtructive War, and all- devouring Age. 

See, from each Clime the Learn d their Incenſe bring; 
Hear, in all-Tongues conſenting Paans ring! 

In Praiſe fo juſt, let ev ry Voice be join'd, 

And fill the Gen'ral Chorus of Mankind! - 

Hail Bards Triumphant! born in happier Days; 


Immortal Heirs of Univerſal Praiſe! 


Whoſe Honours with Increaſe of Ages grow, 


As Streams roll down, enlarging as they flow! 4 Bi 


Nations unborn your mighty Names-ſhall ſound, 

And Worlds applaud that muſt not yet be found! 

Oh may ſome Spark of your Cceleſtial Fire 

The laſt, the meaneſt of your Sons inſpire, _ 
(That on weak Wings, from far, purſues your Flights; | 
Gloves while he reads, but trembles as he writes) 
To teach vain Wits a Science little known, 
TI" RIGS Nee Foals, and doubt their own! 


© K all the Cauſes which ONO to blind . 
Man's-erring Judgment, and miſguide the Mind, 
_ What the weak Head: with ſtrongeſt Byaſs rules, 
Is Pride, the neyer-failing Vice of Fools, 13 
Whatever Nature has in Worth deny dd. 
Sde 9 in * Recruits of needful nde; Cain * 
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aft For as in 1 Bodies, thus in Souls, we find 

What wants in Blood and Spirits, fell'd with wind: : 
Pride, where Wit fails, ſteps in to our Defence, 

And fills up all the mighty Void of Senſe!  _ 

If once right Reaſon drives that Cloud away; 

Truth breaks upon us with reſiſtleſs Day = 

Truſt not your ſelf; but your Defects to know, 

Make uſe of evry Friend——and wy mw e > 


= A little Res is a a rous Thing; 
Z e Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierian Spring · 
There ſhallow Draughts intoxicate the Brain, the. 1 
And drinking largely ſobers us again. ; 
Fir'd with the Charms fair Science does impart, * 
In fearleſs Youth we tempt the Heights of Any. 
| While from the bounded Level of our Mind, 1-22 
Short Views we take, nor ſee the OY 3 
But more advanc d, behold with ſtrange en es; | 
' New, diſtant Scenes of endleſs Science riſe} 8 
So pleas d at firſt the tow'ring Alps we try, r,. 
Mount o'er the Vales, and ſeem to tread he 60 
Th' Eternal Snows appear already paſt. 
And the firſt Clouds and Mountains ſeem the lat; 
But thoſe attain'd, we tremble to ſurvey _ 
ky growing Labours of the lengthen'd Way, 
Thy increaſing Proſpect tires our wandring 1 5 
Hill — OE — 
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VA perfect Judge will read each Work of Wit 

With the lame Spirit that its Author vyrit, 

Survey the hole, nor ſeek ſlight Faults to find, 

_ BH Where Nature moves, and Rapture warms the Mind; * 

Nor loſe, for that malignant dull Delight. 
The gen rous Pleaſure to be charm'd with Wit. 
But in ſuch Lays as neither ebb, nor flow, 

Correctly cold, and regularly low ,, 

That ſnunning Faults, one quiet Tenour keep; 3 
We cannot blame indeed but we may ſleep. 
In Wit, as Nature, what affects our Hearts 


Is not th Exactneſs of peculiar Parts . 
Ti not a Lip, or Eye, we Beauty call... - BN On 


But the joint Force and full Reſult of "I. 
Tubus when we view ſome well proportion'd Dome, 
(The World's juſt Wonder, and ev'n thine, ORome!} 
No ſingle Parts unequally furprize; 
All comes united to th admiring Eyes; 
No monſtrous Height, or Breadth, or Length appears 
The Whole at once is Bold, and Regular, 


a | "Wh thinks a faultleſs Piece to "Ss 

; Thinks what ne'cr was, nor is, nor e er al be. 

| Wm f 
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257 * Diligenir 2 . a4 "pane - 44 ſcribendi falle * # $ | 

. am Ner per, partes modo ferutunda funt omnia, _ PO ; 

a Liber uti que ex nn. Quintilian, 5 a 
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Since none can compaſs more than they lntend; 


Concluding all were deſp'rate Sots and Fools, By 
T That durſt depart from Ariſtotle's Rules, ee 10 6 . 
Our Author, happy in a Judge ſo . 1 
Produc'd his Play, and beg'd the Knight e Advice; 5 * 
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16 5 E s Say TY Wy + 
In ev'ry Work regard His Writer ; End, \ IT 9 . 


: And All to one 10 ods Sacrifice, . 


Diſcours d in Terms as Juſt, with Looks as age, IG 


And if the Means be juſt, the Conduct true, © 
Applauſe, in ſpite of trivial Faults, is due, 
As Men of Breeding, oft the Men of Wit 


T' avoid great Errors, mult the leſs nd” AF 


Neglect the Rules each Verbal Critick las, f 
For not to know ſome Trifles, is a Praiſe, © . 
Moſt Criticks fond of ſome ſubſervient rt. ( 


Still make the Whole depend upon a Part, 


They talk of Principles, but Parts they prize, ke 


Once on a tünd La Munchs's Ke they jg . 4 
A ceftain Bard encountring on the Way {ol 


As &er cou'd D , of the Laws o 'ch' Stage; ; 


Made him obſerve the Subject and the Plot, 


The Manners, Paſſions, Unities, what not? 
All which, exact to Rule were brought about, <Y, 
Were but a Combate in the Lifts left ut. " 1 
; What ! ! Leave the Combate out ? Exclaims the ene, 1 
Tes, or we muſt renounce the CO” rk By 

wy 


G 11018. | "WF 
"A by Heaton {boanſwersin a Rage) x 
Knights, Squires, and Steeds, muſt enter 2 Pt TY 
The Stage can ne'er ſo vaſt a Throng contain. 267; 
They "build 4 ee or ar it ina a Plain, * 5 . ne 

Thus Criticks of leſs Eid than Caprice, 15 04 
Curious, not Knowing; not exact, but 1 = 
Form ſhort Ideas; and offend in Arts | ng | 
( As moſt i in Manners) by 3 Love to Parks, 
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Same to Conceit alone their Taſte confine, FR 

And glittiving Thoughts ſtruck out at ev'ry Line; 
Peas d with a Work where nothing's juſt or fit; Mir 
One glaring Chaos and wild Heap of Wit. 
F Poets like Painters, thus, unskill'd to trace n 
be naked Nature and the living Grace, 
"F A "With Gold and Jewels cover ev ry Part. 
hide with Ornaments their Want of Art. 
ros Wit is Nature to Advantage dreſt, | 
ut oft Was Thought, but ne'er ſo well Expret | 4 
Ne whoſe Truth convinc d at Sight we find, p! 
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” That giyes us back the Image of e our Mind. by | 45 
As Shades more ſweetly recommend the Light, _ — 
F So-modeſt-Plainneſs ſets off ſprightly Wit: * 1 * | 


. | For Works may have more 'Wit than does em ene 
AL] As Bache periſh through n of Blood, 
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Others for Langange all their Care OY ki 
And value Books, as Women Men, for Dreſs: | 
Their Praiſe is ſtill The Style is excellent: 0 

The Senſe, they humbly take upon Content. 
FW Words are like Leaves; and where they moſt abound, 
Much Fruit of Senſe beneath is rarely found. 
| i Palſe Eloquence, like the Priſmatic Glaſs, 
Its gawdy Colours ſpreads on ev'ry 5 


1 * be Face of Nature we no more ſurvey; 18 
All glares alike, without Diſtinction gay: 

= © But true Expreſſion, like th' unchanging Sun, 
} % es. Clears, and improves whate'cr it ſhines upon, 
Ik. gilds all Objects, but it alters none. 

3 Expreſſion is the Dreſs of Thought, and ill 5 1 

3 Appears more decent as more ſuitable; 

* A vile Conceit in pompous Words expreſt, | — ? 
VM 1 Is like a Clown in regal Purple dreſt: En 
_=_  - * For diff rent Styles with diff rent Subjects ſort, = 


j N 9 * * A ,s ſeveral Garbs with Country, Town, and Court. 
3 * Some by Old Words to Fame have made Pretence; 
—_ Ancients i in Phraſe, meer Moderns in their Senſe! _ 
Such labour'd Nothings, i in ſo ſtrange a Style, 
ws Amaze thi ublearn'd, and make the Learned ſmile. 
TR. 9 2 — 3 A, " 
„ frivels in paruis jallantia. Quint. lib. 1. c. 6. | | 
. FS Opus eſt ut Verba a veruſtate repetita neque crebra ſint, ne- 
1 que manifeſta, qivia nil * ee OO nec ui ab | 
_— perſpicuitas, quam At rie f egeat interprete ? Ergo ut no- 
Vvorum optima Lend warme ne, ita uierum maximꝭ no- 
ä va 
12 | | 
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Ualucky⸗ as Fungoſo in the 4 play, Ag 
"Theſe Sparks with aukward Vanity diſplay _ 
What the Fine Gentlemen wore Yeſterday; K's. © 
And but ſo mimick ancient Wits at beſt. 
As Apes our Grandſires, in their Doublets dreſt. 
In Words, as Faſhions, the ſame Rule will hold ; 
Alike Fantaftick, if too New, or Old; 
Be not the firſi by whom the New are try'd, 
Nor N the laſt to lay the Old —_— 


gut moſt by Numbers judge a Poet's Song, 7 

And ſmooth or rough, with ſuch, is right or wrong; 
In the bright Muſe tho thouſand Charms conſpire, 

Her Voice is all theſe tuneful Fools admire; 5 

Who haunt Parnaſſus but to pleaſe their Ear, 

Not mend their Minds; as ſome to Church repair, 

Not ſor the Doctrine, but the Muſick chere. | 
Theſe Equal Syllables along require, 

| + Tho' oft the Ear the open Vowels tire; 

While Expletives their feeble Aid do join; 

And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line; 
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Lee eher 270) Mani be Komate, 8 
Quis populi ſermo eſt ? quis enim? niſi carmine molli Nuns 
demum numero fluere, ur per leve ſeveros Effugit junctura un- 


guss: ſcit tendere verſum, Non Jccus. ac | oculo ien anni 595 


gat un 2, Perſius, Sat. 1. 


t Fugiomus crebras vocalium 3 gue. hes atque 


 hiantem orationem reddunt. Cic. all Hereng; Hb, 4. Vue 
etiam Quintil. lib. 9. C. 4. | 1 | : = «4» * A 
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' While they ring round the ſame qd Chimes, - 


With ſure Returns of ſtill· expected Rh ymes. 


Where e er you find the cooling Weſtern Breexe, 
In the next Line, it whiſpers thro the Trees; 
If Chryſtal Streams with pleaſing Murmnrs creep, 


The Reader's threaten'd (not in vain) with Sleep. 
Then, at the laſt, and only Couplet fraught - 


With ſome unmeaning Thing they call a Thought, ” 


A needleſs Alexandrine ends the Song, 


That like a wounded Snake, drags its flow Length along. 


Leave ſuch to tune their own dull Rhimes, and WY, 


What's roundly ſmooth, or languiſhingly ſlow ; . 


And praiſe the Eaſie Vigor of a Line, 


Where Dennaw'sStrength,and WaLLEs's Sweetneſs) join. "TR 


"Tis not enough no Harſhneſs gives Offence, 


The Sound muſt ſeem an Eccho to the Seaſe. 5 
Soft i is the Strain when Zephyr gently blows, 
And the ſmooth Stream in ſmoother Numbers flows; 3 

But when loud Surges laſh the ſounding Shore, 


The hoarſe, rough Verſe ſhou'd like the Torrent roar. 


When Ajax ſtriyes, ſome Rock's vaſt Weight to throw, 
The Line too e and the Words move ſlow; Y 

Not ſo, when {ſwift Camilla ſcours the Plain, 
Flies o'er th*unbending Corn, and skims along the Main. 
Hear how * Timotheus various Lays ſurprize, 


And bid Alternate Paſſions WY and Oy 
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While at each Change, the Sori &f Tab e 
Nowy burns with Glory, and then melts with Love; 
Now his fierce: Eyes with ſparkling Fury glow, 
Now Sighs ſteal out, and Tears begin to fo ??: 
Perſians and Greeks like Turns of Nature found, © 
And the World's Victor ſtood ſubdu'd. by rand: 

The Pow'r of Mufick all our Hearts allow; 

And what ene is Darven now. 0 
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6 LE Aveid Kaoru it Fa ths Fault to fuck DOA 
18 Wbo ſtill are pleas d too little, or too much. 14 


. At ev'ry Trifle ſcorn to take Offene. 
That always ſhows great Pride, or little Senſe; oh 
BE Thoſe Heads, as Stomachs, are not ſure the beſt, * 
; Which nauſeate all, and nothing can digeſt. 
- | Yer let not each gay Turn thy Rapture — n . 
For Fools Admire, but Men of Senſe Approve;: 
As things ſeem large which we chro Mifts Magic 9:7 


| Dulneſs i is ever 1 to n en nf 


Bome a . Writers, das our own deſpiſe 
| The Ancients only, or the Moderns prize. 18 250 | 


(Thus Wit, like Faith, by each Man is Ws 4. EE: 
To one {mall Sect, and All are damn'd 0. ; e = 
Meanly they ſeck the Bleſſing to confine, © | 1 1 1 
188 And force that Sun but on a Part to ſhine,” Mg | 
MF. Which not alone the Southern Wit fublimes, © 1 
Ft But ripens Spirits in cold Northern Climes;  * 15 ky 
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Which from the firſt has ſhone on Ages paſt, 

Enlights che preſent, and ſhall warm the laft. 

| (Tho' each may feel Increaſes and Decays, 
And ſee no clearer and now darker Days) - 

| Regard not then if Wit be Old or New, 

But blame the Falſe, and value 1 the True. 


* | Some ne'er nag A eee on, 
But catch the ſpreading Notion of the Town ; 
They reaſon and conclude by Precedm m, 
And own ſtale Nonſenſe which they neer invent. 
Some judge of Author's Names, not Works, and then 
Nor praiſe nor damn the Writings, but the Men. 
Of all this Servile Herd the worſt is He 
That in proud Dulneſs joins with-Quality, {a 
A conſtant Critick at the Great-man's Board, þ 
To fetch and carry Nonſenſe for my Lore. 
What woful fluff this Madrigal wou'd be. 
Tn ſome ſtarv d Hackny Soneteer, or me? 
But let a Lord once own the happy Lines, 
How the Wit brightens! How the Style refines! 
Before his ſacred Name flies ev ry Fault. 
And each exalted Stanza teems with T n 


The Vulgar Hh through Imitation err as 1 
As oft the Learn'd by being Singular; 
So much they ſcorn the Crowd, that if the Throng 


By Chance 89 right, they purpoſely g wrong: 
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80 Schiſmatics the plain Baberen . AY 
And are but e for having too much Wit 


Some praiſe at Morning what they blame ade. . | | 
But always think the laſt Opinion right. 
A Muſe by theſe is like a Miſtreſs us'd, CCC 
This hour ſhe's idoliz d, the next abus d; = 
While their weak Heads, like Towns unfortify A, . 1 

* *Twixt Senſe and Nonſenſe daily change the Side, 
Ask them the Cauſe; They're wiſer ſtill, ny ay ; 
And ftil} To-Morrow's wiſer than To- Day. 
We think our Fathers Fools, ſo wiſe we grow; | = 8 

Our wiſer Sons, no doubt, will think Us ſo. _ 
Once School- Divines this zealous Iſle o'erfpread; , 
Who knew moſt Sentences was deepeſt read; 
Faith, Goſpel, All, ſeem'd made to be diſputed, | 
I And none had Senſe enough to be Confuted: 
Scotiſts and Thomiſts, now, in Peace remain, 95 FX 
Amidſt their kindred Cobwebs in Duck-Lane. 
If Faith it ſelf has diff rent Dreſſes worn 
What wonder Modes in Wit ſhou'd take their Turn ? 
Oft, leaving what is Natural and fit, 
The currant Folly proves our ready Wit, 
And Authors think their Reputation re, .- 
Which lives as long as N are ors to Laugh. 


* 


Some 9 thoſe of their own Side, or Mind, 
| Still make WN the Meaſure of Mankind; 
"05 AM ond 
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Fondly we think we honour Merit then, 1 
When we but praiſe Our ſelves in Other Men. Kok 

Parties n Wit attend on thoſe of State, 

And publick Faction doubles private Hate. 

Pride, Malice, Folly, againſt DRY DEN roſe; 

In various Shapes of Parſons, Criticks, Beaus; 

But Senſe ſurviv'd, when merry Jeſts were pelt; 

For riſing Merit will buoy up at laſt. 70 

Might he return, and bleſs once more our Eyes, - -M> 
New sand new M— 7s muſt ariſe: | 
| Nay ſhou'd great Home lift his awful Head, 

Zoilus again would ſtart up from the Dead. 
Envy will Merit, as its Shade, purſue; _ 
But like a Shadow, proves the Subſtance too; 
For envy'd Wit, like Sol eclips'd, makes known 

Th oppoſing Bodys Groſſneſs, not its own. _ | 

When firſt that Sun too powerful Beams diſplays, 7 
It draws up Vapours which obſcure its Rays; 

But ev'n thoſe Clouds at laſt adorn its Way, 
: Reflea new W and 9 the 2 


Be * ike firſt true Merit to be 
His Praiſe is loſt, who ſtays till All commend. 
Short is the Date, alas, of Modern Rhymes, f my h 2 
And 'tis bur juſt to let em live betimes. 
No longer now that Golden Age appears, 
When Patriarch Wits ſurviy d a thouſand Years; _ 
Ez b Now... 
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Novo length of eme leur 3 Life) is hy. 5 
And bare Threeſcore is all ev n That can boaſt: go 
Our Sons their Father's failing Language ſee, © 
And ſuch aFCnavcenr is, ſhall DRY DEN a 

So when the faithful Pencil has deſign'd 
Some fair Idea of the Maſter's „ 
Where a new, World leaps out at his comp nat — "9 
And, ready Nature waits upon his Hand;... 1 = 
When the ripe Colours ſoften and-unite, _ _ 
" And ſweetly melt into juſt Shade and Light, 
When mellowing Time does full perfection t « 
And each Bold Figure juſt begins to Lire: 
The treach'rous rous Colours in few Years deca ks 
And all the bright een fades mY. | 


28 : 


e Wit, like moſt miſtaken Things, 505 
Ae not for that Envy which it brings. g : 
In Youth alone its empty Praiſe we boaſt, 1 
But ſoon the ſhort-liy'd Vanity is loſt! ” NA 


Like ſome fair Flow'r that in the Spring Joes nie ; 


And gaily blooms, but cv'a in blooming dies. 
What is this Wit which does our Cares gt] # 
The Owner's. Wife, that other Men enjoy ; 

*Tis moſt our Trouble when tis moſt admir ird 


The more we give, the more is fill requir'd; + 


The Fame with Pains we gain, but loſe with Rae: 
Sure ſome to per. bat cover al aa 70 
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"Tis what the V Vicious Ar the Virtuous masz Bis] 12 1 
By Fools n Fw by Knaves arg oh F nos vo 
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bo much does Wit from ane Sage 
Ah let not Learning too commence its Foe! 


7 
" py 


Of old, thoſe met Rewards who co excelly © Wee 


And ſuch were Prais d as but endeayour'd well: 
| Tho' Triumphs were to Gem rals only due, 
Crowns were reſery'd to grace the Soldiers too.” 
| Now, they who reach Parnaſſus' lofty Crown, 


Employ their Pains to ſpurn ſome- others down; _ | 


And while Self- Love each jealous Writer ru,, 
Contendling Wits become the Sport of. Fools. 8 * 
But ftill the Worſt with moſt Regret commend, 
For each Ill Author is as bad a Friend. 
To whitbaſe Ends, and by what abject Ways, 
Are Mortals urg d by Sacred Luſt of Praiſe? 


Ah neer ſo dire a Thirſt of Glory boaſt, 

Nor in the Critick let the Man be loſt! 

| Good- Nature and Good-Senſe muſt ever join; 
To Err is Humane; to Forgive, Divine. 
But if in Noble Minds ſome Dregs remain, 
Not yet purꝑ d off, of Spleen and ſow'r Dan 
Diſcharge that Rage on more provoking Crimes, 
Nor fear a Dearth in theſe Flagitious 2 
No Fuer vile Obleenity ſhould, find, 
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But Dullnefs with. Obſcenity muſt prore 


As Shameful ſure as Impotence. in Loy e. 
In the fat Age of Pleaſure, Wealth, and Faſc; 


Sprung the rank Weed, and thriv'd with large Increaſe; 


When Love was all an eaſie Monarch's Care; = 
Seldom at Council, never in a War: | 
Jilts rul'd the State, and Stateſmen Farces melts. 
Nay Wits. had Penſions, and young Lords had Wit: 
The Fair fate panting at a-Courtier's * 
And not a Mask went un · improv'd away: 
The modeſt Fan was lifted up no more, 
And Virgins ſmil'd at what they bluſh'd. before 
The following Licence of a Foreign Reign 
Did all the Dregs of bold Socinus drain; 
Then firſt the Belgian Morals were extolld; 
We their Religion had, and they our Gold: 
Then Unbelieving Prieſts reform'd the Nation; 
And taught more Pleaſant Methods of Salvation ; ; 
Where Heay'ns free Subjects might their Rights diſpute, 
| Left God himſelf ſhou'd ſtem too Abſolute. 
Pulpits their Sacred Satire learn'd to ſpare, | 
And Vice admir'd to fin4 a Flatt'rer there! 
Encourag d thus, Wit's Tizans brav d the skies, 8 
And the Preſs groan d with Licenc d Blaſphemies —< 
"Theſe Monſters, Criticks ! with your Darts engage, 
Here point your Thunder, and exhauſt your Rage! 
Fet ſnun their Fault, Who, Scandalouſly nice, 
3 needs miſtake an Author into Vice; 
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| All ſeems Infedted that b infected I 1 10 0 3 1 
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Ten then what Morals Criticks lager to Fw. Wb, 
For 'tis but half a Judge's Task, to Know. 3 * 
"Tis not enough, Wit, Art, and Learning join 
In all you ſpeak, let Truth and Candor ſhine: 


i | That not alone what to your Judgment's due, 5 3 
= All may allow; but ſeek your Friendſhip wor 
_—_ he ſllent al rays when you doubt your Senſe; P 3 
1 And ſpeak, tho ſure, with ſeeming Diffidence: © n 
_ Some politive, perſiſting Fops we know, | 
=. That, if once wrong, will needs be always ſo; | 
But you, with Pleaſure own your Errors paft, 1 ; 


Ad make, each Day, a Gr the ns Em 
| N. 7 
_ = 0 is not enough your Counſel ſtill te true; 
i = IT Blunt Truths more Miſchief than nice Falſhoods do; >: "I « 
_ * Men muſt be taught as if you taught them not; | 
And things ne er known propos d as Things forgot. 
= Without good Breeding, Truth is not approy 03; Fra 
Thas only makes Superior Senſe beloy'd. ne 7 


| Be Niggards of Advice on no Pretence; Res . 
For the worlt Avarice is that of Sent. 1 fy 7 * 


* 


8 RITI 0 Ty 4 * 


With mean eee ne er betray your LY 
Nor be ſo Civil as to prove Unjuſt: ; 

Fear not the Anger of the Wiſe to raiſe; SR 
2 beſt can bear 8 who merit Praiſe, 


ere well, might Criticks ſtill this Freedom take} ; 

But Appius reddens at each Word you ſpeak, 

And ſtares, Tremendous! with a threatning T5 

Like ſome fierce Tyrant in Old Tapeſtry} ! 

Fear moſt to tax an Honourable Fool, _ 

Whoſe Right it is, uncenſur'd to be dull; 5 

Such without Wit are Poets when they pleaſe; 

As without Learning they can take Degrees. 

Leave dang'rous Truths to unſucceſsful arge 

And Flattery to fulſome Dedicators, 

Whom, hen they Praiſe, the World believes no more). 

Than when they promiſe to give Scribling oer, 

© Tis beſt ſometimes your Cenſure to reſtrain, 

And charitably let the Dull be Vain, 
+ Your Silence there is better than your Spite, | A 1 | 

For who can rail ſo long as they can write? 2: 

Still humming on, their drowzy Courſe they 4 

And laſh'd ſo long, like Tops, are.laſh'd aſleeßp. 

Falſe Steps but help them to renew the Race, 


1 As after Stumbling, Jades will mend their Pace! 


What Crouds of theſe, impenitently bold, 
in Sounds and Jingling ke grown 1 
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Still rum on Poets, in à frantick Vein. 1 
Ey n to the Dregs and Squeezings of the Brain; :Y 
Strain out the laſt, dull droppings of their Senſe, _ B 
; FRE Rhyme with all the Rage of Impotence! 5 - 


Such hameleſi Rards we have; and yet tis ue 
There are as mad, abandon d Criticks too. 
The Bookful Blockhead, ignorantly read, 

With Loads of Learned Lumber in bis new, 
With his own Tongue till edifies his Ears, , Dn 
And always Liſt ning to Himſelf appears. 
All Beoks he reads, and all he reads affaills 
From Dx T DEN Fables down to D— ys Tales: | 
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7: With him, moſt Authors ſteal their Works, or buys. 1 ap 
£ Gant x did not write his own Diſpenſary. - js 4 


Name a new Play, and he's the Poet's Friet "oh 5 2 15 
th _ Nay ſhow'd bis Faults---- but when wou'd Poets mend? 
u Place ſo Sacred from ſuch Fops is barr d. 

Nor is Paul's Church more ſafe than Paul's Church yard: . 
Nay, fly to, Altars; there they'll talk you ow, Ki ws = 
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For Fogls ruſh, in where Angels fear to tread. f i 
. one ear as 1 - a3 lid | 


* Nikil,gejus #5 iis, qui a aliquid altre 8 PRs * 
Feras progreſſi, falſam fibi ſcientia perſuaſionem induerunt,z : 2 
Nam & cedere pracipiendi peritis indignantur, & velit jure wen 
* 47 e, quo fere hoc hominum genus intumeſoit, im.” 6 
erio L ſavientes, Stulriviam ſnam perdocent. e 
t 2 Dall, 
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Diftrulthul Senſe with | deft Caution ſpeaks; 
It fill looks home, and ſhort Excurſions makes; 
But ratling Nonſeaſe in full Vollies breaks; 2 a 
And never ſhock'd, and never turn d afide, © 2" 
E "aprty pee tj with e Tyde! ; ET 
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till ple d to teach, „Tepee 2 
£4 ow. or by Fayour, or by Spite; # 9 
Not dully prepoſſeſt, or blindly right;: Ap 
= = Tho' Learn' d, well-bred; and tho' well- bred, ſincere; 
N Maodeſtly bold, and Humanly 1 ſevere? 2 e er ö 
WO to a Friend his Fatilts can freely ſhow, | TINGS 
And gladly praiſe the Merit of a Foe? © . * ſn” 
leſt with a Taſte exact, yet ade 1 | 5 
'A Knowledge both of Books and Humankinds 
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4 uch onee were Criticks; ſuch the Happy ew MW 
RK | | bo and Rome in better Ages knew; © 40-2 57% 
The mighty STAGYRITE firſt left the Shore, TE pu 
 _ all his Sails, and durſt the Deeps esp 111 
Ne ſteer d ſecurely, and diſcoyer'd fart 
Led by the Light of the Maonian Star. W 
Poets, a Race long unconfin d and free, 8 
. eg fond and proud « of Savage Laibe 
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Receiv'd his Laws; and ſtood convinc'd * tr | » « $4 hs 5 
v2 Who conquer Nature, .ſhou'd de o'er Wit. * 


4 
„„ 
| Honace Mill charms wth SAL Negligence, . ag * 

And without Method talks us into Senſe, | „ 5 

Does like a Friend, familiarly convey > 

The trueft Notions in the eaſieſt way. 

He, who ſupream in judgment, as in Wit, r 
Might boldly cenſure, as he boldly writ, Df * 
Yet judg d with Coolneſs tho he ſung with Fire; by 
His Precepts teach but what his Works inſpire. 1 
Our Criticks take a contrary Extrem 
They judge with Fury, but they write with Fle me: Fe 

0 Now ſuffers HoRACE more in wrong Tranſlations Ef, 

By Wits, than Critcks | in as w nen, „ 
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"es + en! 181 us Hon ER's e Thoughts refige, 
| And call new Beauties, forth from * Line! 


5 Fancy _ Art "ug gay PETRON1US KY 

5 1 Scholars Ln, with the nn TY 
In rave: Me ate dns be find. - 
— The 28 Rules, and drareſt Method Joind. b 
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f Dionyfius of halts. 
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A ang in Order, and diſpos d with Grace, 
| Nor thus alone the curious Eye to/pleaſe, 
J t to be found, amr: TOW: Naeh 8 25 
The Muſes FR beret oy aid Abe, 775 
"dl bleſt their Critick with a Poet's Fire. 
An ardent Judge, who zealous in his Truſt, . lt 
Wich Warmth gives Sentence, yet is ways jut; 
Whoſe own Example ſtrengthens all hi OS. 
And k himſelf that great Sublime he draws. 


Tus loognc Kang C Criticks juſtl y-reign'd; | 
* Licence repreſs'd, and uſeful Laws ordain d. 
Learning and Rome alike in Empire grew, 
Aud Arts ſtill follow'd where her Eagles flew. e 
From the ſame Foes, at laſt, both felt their Doom; 11 , 
And the ſame Age ſaw Learning fall, and Rome, "= 0 
With Tyranny, then Superſtition join'd, 2 
As that the Body, this enſlav d the Mindj _ 3 
a 4 Much was Beliey'd, but little underſtood, : e 
And to be dull was conſtru d to be good ;. pe Rs fe : 
A ſecond Deluge Learning thug o'er-ran, © © 
">" chen Monks finiſh'd what the pls been 5 is N 8 1 
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ee of the Prieſthood, and 05 Shame "W F 1 1 
Stemm'd the wild ee of a barb rous . „ 
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France, 9 wine ber wither' =y 6 
Rome's ancient Genius, o'er its Ruins ſpread, 1 8 3 
Shakes off the Duſt, and reurs his rev rend Head! Vp «3 

Then Sculpture and her Siſter-Arts revive; — "Þ © 

Stones leap'd to Form, and Racks began to live 34 | 1 
With ſweeter Notes each riſing Temple rung; ft * N 
ARA TNA EL painted, and a * VIDA ſung! 1 
Immortal Vida! on whoſe honour d Brow 


The Poet's Bays and Critick's Ivy grow: ; 5 
Cremona now ſhall ever boaſt thy ys, a aa 8 k 


As next in n Place to Mantua, 5 in Fame! „ 


But ſoon hs 3 Arps from Latin Ge +: wlll 4 
Their ancient Bounds the baniſh'd Muſes paſtz, , *, ⸗ 
Thence Arts o'er all the Northern World advance; 
But Critic Learning flouriſh'd moſt in France. RN 
The Rules, à Nation born to ſerve, obeys, - 

And Boiteav ſtill in right of Hoxace Lara. 
But we, brave Britains, Foreign Laws deſpis'd, 
And kept unconquer'd, and unciviliz d, 1 
Fierce for the Liberties of Wit, and hold, 6 + 5s 
We till defy'd the Romans, as of old. e 
Feͤept ſome there were, among the fender b * 
Of thoſe who leſs amd, and better knew, 5 
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* M. „Eyes vida, of Cremona, an excellent Latin: | 
Poet, who writ an Art of Poetry in Nut. | 23 1 NY 1 
| the rime of les the Til. EY dT 6 RY 4 


And Fe Wit's be ed - aug os." 
4 Such was Roscounon----not more learn'd * od, 
"With Manners gen rous as his Noble Blood 
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To him the Wit of Greece and Rome was buon hy Fo 
Ander ry Author's Merit, but his On. . 
Such late was WAL sI, -the M ge and F * 
Wuo juſtly knew to blame or to commend; * " 
- We To Fai 1 "AS 8 tz . R ED . 
be cleareſt Head, and the fircereſt Heart 


This humble Praiſe, lamented Shade! receive, e 
Praiſe at leaſt a grateful Muſe may „ 
; The Muſe, whoſe early Voice you tat 
«6 * Preſerib's her Heights, and prun'd her 
tber Guide now loſt) no more at pts to 
But in low Numbers ſhort Excurſions tries. 
„ < Content, if hence th. d their Wants may 
The Learn'd reflect on what before they knew. 
' Careleſs of Cenſure, nor too fond of Fame, 3 
Still pleas d to praiſe, yet not afraid to blame: 
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5 SS Averſe alike to Flatter, or Offend, „„ 8 
nl FX Not free from Faults, nor yet too yain to . 
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